DROPPED FROM THE CLOUDS.                  Iff
ing but for which, alas! he had no tobacco, and that was a
great privation to Pen croft "But tobacco will come, like
everything else!" he repeated, in a burst of absolute con-
fidence.
This work lasted till the i$th of April, and the time
was well employed The settlers, having become potters,
made nothing but pottery. When it suited Cyrus Harding
to change them into smiths, they would become smiths.
But the next day being Sunday, and also Easter Sunday,
all agreed to sanctify the day by rest These Americans
were religious men, scrupulous observers of the precepts
of the Bible, and their situation could not but develope
sentiments of confidence towards the Author of all things.
On the evening of the i$th of April they returned to the
Chimneys, carrying with them the pottery, the furnace being
extinguished until they could put it to a new use. Their
return was marked by a fortunate incident; the engineer
discovered a substance which replaced tinder. It is known
that a spungy, velvety flesh is procured from a certain
mushroom of the genus polyporous. Properly prepared, it
is extremely inflammable, especially when it has beet
previously saturated with gunpowder, or boiled in a solu-
tion of nitrate or chlorate of potash. But, till then, they
had not found any of these polypores or even any of the
morels which could replace them. On this day, the engi-
neer, seeing a plant belonging to the wormwood genus, the